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which they will never be content, because also in
this way alone shall we give free scope to those
native arts and manufactures which at present are
being crushed out under our system. Thus will
the great provinces into which India is divided
be prepared very gradually but very surely for that
self-government which will be the noblest outcome
of our rule. That India might be benefited by
the English connection ^is undoubted; but it
will be by guidance and help, not by stunting
all spontaneous growth under a dead weight of
Europeanisation.

To take the Public Works first. The Committee
appointed by the House of Commons in 1879
fully confirmed the criticisms which I ventured to
make upon the management of that department
in 1878. A more damaging statement, calmly
worded though it is, it would be difficult to find,
or, it may be added, a more direct contradiction
to the optimist statements of successive Secretaries
and Under-Secretaries of State for India. For
from that report it appears that up to the date
of the inquiry ^95,000,000 had been spent upon
guaranteed railways ; but, in addition to this
capital expenditure, not less than ^22,000,000
have been sent from India to England to meet
the guaranteed interest which was never earned.
On State railways at that time ^"18,600,000 had
been spent, but as the money was borrowed at
4i per cent., and the railways cost about 3% per
cent, the ,sum paid, which was not earned on
account of these railways, is still larger than the
guaranteed railways in comparison with the total